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Casey rips NBC on 'security leak' 

WASHINGTON (AP) — n* m . . * 


WASHINGTON (AP) — CIA dl- 
redw William Casey cha r g ed 
yesterday that an NBC-TV news 
report about UJ5. submarine ac- 
tivities violated a law against dis- 
closing information about com- 
munications intelligence. 

Casey said be was referring the 

matter to the Justice Dept. 

John Russell, a spokesman for 
the Justice Dept, refused to com- 
meat on the matter. 

The NBC report said that ac- 
»Py Ronald Felton may 
nave shared information with the 
Soviets concerning electronic 
eavesdropping by US. subma- 
rines operating underwater in 
Soviet harbors. 

In the report, NBC said that Pel- 
*°n apparently gave away one of 


the National Security Agency's 
most sensitive secrets — a project 
with the code name “Ivy Bells." 

The network said the project 
was an underwater eavesdrop- 
ping operation by American sub- 
marines inside Soviet harbors. 

Felton, a former employe of the 
National Security Agency, the De- 
false Dept oommiinif^my In. 
telllgence spy division, is standing 
trial In UJS. District Court ln Bal- 
. tlmore on charges that he spied 
for the Soviets. 

An NBC spokesman said: “NBC 
News has referred Mr. Casey’s al- 
legations to its legal counsel for 
review." 

The “Comint law” cited by 
Casey was enacted in 1950 to pro- 
tect UA codqs'aad'Cadg-bsenfcing : 


capabilities. 

TO date, it has never been used 
against a news organisation, al- 
though several spies have been 
successfully prosecuted under it 

Casey recently threatened to 
prosecute several news organi- 
sations. 8 

TT *S® “JJ, ttoy disclosed that 
.Uf Intelligence had intercepted 
Libyan communications before 
tj*® bombing last month of a 
West Berlin disco, reportedly by 
Libya agents. 

The CIA director also asked 
Justice Dept, to block the 
Washington Post from publish- 
ing an article about UJ3. intelli- 
gence capabilities. He was 
turned down.’ 
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